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College offers invaluable
guidance to area districts

A

s area school districts navigate a changing environment marked by new standards for
education and other challenges, Rowan University’s College of Education is offering
crucial direction through the Partnership for School Success (PSS).
With this initiative, said Dr. Jay Kuder, professor and chair, Language, Literacy and Special
Education, the College provides free support services for area schools. “I match up what the
district says it needs with faculty on campus who might be able to meet that need,” he said.
For example, school faculty may request support with concepts such as positive behavior
support or differentiated instruction, said Diane Doorman, instructor, Language, Literacy
and Special Education. Therefore, Rowan faculty help them implement necessary changes
in their programs.
“The PSS is very different,” Doorman said. “Schools come to us with a problem and we
help them develop and implement a solution. The PSS model is truly a partnership based
upon a collaborative effort that offers sustained professional development, rather than onetime workshops.”
“The truth is we’ve been overwhelmed with success,” Kuder said. “We’re looking at ways
to make this more sustainable and build it into the services of the College of Education on
a permanent basis.”
“I think on the ground floor it’s going to change the educational context of the classroom, and that’s what education needs to do if we want to close the achievement gap,”
Doorman said.
Dr. Mary Cormier (left) and Diane Doorman (center) work with Linda
Swanson, principal, Brookfield Academy, Cherry Hill, on initiatives
for the Brookfield/Rowan Partnership for School Success.
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Message
from the
dean

hese are exciting times for
Rowan University and the College of Education. As the new
dean of the College, I look forward to
the opportunities ahead.
This summer, the University became a
comprehensive state research institution.
However, shortly after, the College of
Education — the foundation of Rowan’s
growth and prominence — marked its
90th anniversary.
As it advances toward its centennial,
the College has a new vision: to become a
leading force in developing and supporting professionals who transform education
and are transformed by their engagement
in the region, state, nation and world.
Our impact is reverberating throughout the region — from the efforts of our
candidates who spend thousands of hours
working with learners, families and communities to those faculty members who
revolutionize our classrooms through
their professional development efforts.
Here, we highlight just a few of the
faculty and students who exemplify our
legacy of innovation and excellence in
South Jersey — and beyond.

Dr. Monika W. Shealey
Dean

KDP continues
coming up ACES

E

ach year members of Rowan University’s Eta Psi chapter
of Kappa Delta Pi (KDP) International Honor Society
in Education unlock the world of reading for area children through “Literacy Alive!,” a program offering interactive
experiences designed to promote literacy.
Recognizing the chapter’s achievements in providing such
services, the international KDP organization recently presented
the Achieving Chapter Excellence (ACE) award to members for
the second consecutive time.

W

Rowan University’s Eta Psi chapter of Kappa Delta Pi
International Honor Society in Education received the
Achieving Chapter Excellence award during the society’s
49th Biennial Convocation in Dallas.

“It’s quite an honor,” said Dr. Martha Viator, assistant professor,
Teacher Education, and chapter co-advisor, who explained that the
ACE award is given to approximately two dozen chapters every
two years after a rigorous review process. “It recognizes that our
students are dedicated to serving education — serving not only
students and the university community, but also the wider community,” she said.
“We actively involve our members in as many things as possible,” said Rosalyn Wodlinger, ’13, who was president for half
of the 2012-13 year and is now a special education teacher of
English for the Pittsgrove Township School District. Therefore,
KDP builds a stronger chapter by offering volunteer, professional development and social activities and opportunities involving
local students and children, she said.
“Literacy Alive!” is a major highlight for KDP members and
the children who participate. “A lot of times children come back
every year because they’ve had such a good time,” Wodlinger said.
Wodlinger is excited about the chapter’s recognition. “It
shows that we’re hard working and we really want to excel in
what we’re doing,” she said. “We want to be the best that we can
be, and that’s exactly what the ACE award stands for — Achieving Chapter Excellence.”

SCEC service transforms
students’ perspectives

O

ne evening each month, members of the Student
Council for Exceptional Children (SCEC) give
parents who have children with special needs the
chance to recharge and relax.
Through this program, Parents Night Out, held at Trinity
United Methodist Church in Mullica Hill, both the children
and students benefit.
“It’s a great opportunity for Rowan students to gain that
experience with the children while their parents go out to dinner,
and we have a nice time with their children as well,” said Kelsey
Donovan, ’14, chapter vice president.
Parents Night Out is just one of SCEC’s many activities,
which include educational, networking and social events. “We
promote special education and work with a variety of students
with special needs, as well as their siblings,” Donovan said.
Each spring the chapter also teams up with the Bringing
Up Down Syndrome (BUDS) organization, hosting the BUDS
Dance in the Eynon Ballroom in the Chamberlain Student Center.
“We fill the entire ballroom with decorations, and the BUDS
group comes dressed in nice attire,” Donovan said. “It’s a great way
to end the year because we work with them throughout the year.”
With these relationships, students gain a new perspective.
“The experience helps them understand more about this person’s
life, and it helps increase their level of respect and understanding,” said Dr. Theresa Purcell Cone, advisor and associate
professor, Health and Exercise Science. “I think they also end up
becoming advocates for individuals with disabilities and making
sure their rights are recognized and they’re receiving the respect
they deserve.”

Rowan student Jessica Asaro enjoys an activity
with children participating in Parents’ Night Out.

Rowan Literacy Consortium helps teachers
take ownership of professional development

D

uring the last seven
years, College of Education faculty have
revolutionized literacy professional development, an accomplishment recently recognized
by the American Educational
Research Association.
Dr. Midge Madden, associate professor, and Dr. Valarie
Lee, assistant professor, Language, Literacy and Special Education, have driven this effort
through the Rowan Literacy
Consortium (RLC). Originally
the RLC invited area K-12
teachers to presentations by national speakers. However, the
100 current participants now
use the knowledge they gain
to customize plans for their
own districts and network with
other consortium members.
“It has evolved over all these
years,” Madden said. “In the
beginning teachers came and

Dr. Valarie Lee (left) and Dr. Midge Madden
coordinate one of seven meetings of the Rowan
Literacy Consortium held at the Courtyard by
Marriott located on Rowan Boulevard in Glassboro.

listened to people speak about
literacy, and now they bring
their own knowledge to this
consortium.”
For example, one district
team initially investigated
ways to implement the writer’s
workshop model in their

classrooms, developed a turnkey program and ultimately
supported other teachers in
their school in doing the same
thing, Madden said. “So it’s
constructivist in nature in that
it’s something that the teachers
create along with us,” she said.

The RLC has become
known throughout the area.
“Midge and I wanted to take
a look and study this a little
more systematically because
we’re seeing districts come back
year after year,” Lee said.
Therefore, Madden and
Lee are examining data from
the RLC to determine what
sets the program apart from
other professional development
programs. In doing so, they
will study what happens when
teachers take ownership of
their professional development,
what happens when teachers’
needs drive professional development and other questions.
“Taking the model of professional development and putting it into the hands of teachers and giving them ownership
… that’s really what the RLC
has evolved into,” Lee said.

Teachers hone skills in new virtual classroom

A

kindergarten student
slumped in his chair
in the back of the
classroom as special education graduate students Beverly
Haney and Sarah Bowker tried
to engage him in a math lesson.
Meanwhile, another student in
the front row eagerly called out
answers to their questions.
Typical classroom behavior?
Probably. But education students will tell you that this isn’t
your typical class.
Ed, Kevin, Maria, Sean and
Cindy (who persistently reminded her teachers she prefers to be
called C.J.) are actually interactive avatars in a virtual reality
setting, the TLE TeachLivE™
Lab, presented through a partnership with the University of

Central Florida in Orlando.
The virtual classroom
enables students to develop
skills before setting foot in a
real classroom. “I can practice

different techniques that I’m
not sure will work and then
implement them in my own
classroom,” said Bowker, a
teacher at the Yale School in

Students Sarah Bowker (left) and Beverly Haney
test drive a math lesson in a virtual reality setting,
the TLE TeachLivE™ Lab.

Williamstown. In addition, she
said, it will be particularly useful for undergraduate students
and those testing the waters in
education. “It could be a great
trial run,” she said.
“It will show me if there’s
fluency in the lesson and if the
students are able to differentiate
instruction to individual student
needs,” said Dr. Mary Cormier,
assistant professor, Language,
Literacy and Special Education.
Also, it gives students the opportunity to discuss lessons as a
class. “It’s not so much to point
out negatives as it is to say to a
student, ‘This was a great tool
that you used. Someone else
can also use that,’” Cormier
said. “So it’s a way of celebrating their successes as well.”
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Dean Monika Shealey meets up with education
majors during her second Pretzel Social earlier this
semester in James Hall. During two socials, Shealey
greeted approximately 600 students, offering up
pretzels, drinks and information about the College
and its programs. Shealey joined Rowan as the
dean of the College of Education on July 1.
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Join us on our mission
For the last 90 years, the College of Education has been dedicated to producing exceptional
teachers equipped to face the educational challenges of the future.
Many of our innovative programs are made possible through the generous donations of our
supporters. Please consider joining us on this mission. To give to the College of Education, visit
giving.rufoundation.org and click on the College of Education under the designation category.
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Students and faculty members of then-Glassboro State College network at the
New Jersey Education Association Convention in Atlantic City (circa 1960s).
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