In New Jersey, the School Nurse Standard Certificate (NJDOE Endorsement Code: 3000) and School Nurse/Non-Instructional Standard Certificate (NJDOE Endorsement Code: 3010) are issued by the New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) and authorize registered nurses (RNs) to provide health services in public schools for grades preschool through 12. The primary difference lies in the scope of responsibilities, particularly regarding teaching health education, and the educational requirements for each. 
1. Scope of Responsibilities
School Nurse Standard Certificate (3000): (aka Instructional certificate)
Authorized to perform nursing services in public schools, such as administering medications, conducting health screenings, managing student health records, and addressing acute and chronic health needs.
Authorized to teach health education in public schools for grades preschool through 12. This includes delivering classroom instruction on health-related topics (e.g., nutrition, substance abuse prevention, or wellness).
Suitable for nurses who want to combine clinical practice with teaching responsibilities in a school setting.
School Nurse/Non-Instructional Standard Certificate (3010):
Authorized to perform nursing services in public schools, identical to the instructional role, including health assessments, emergency care, and collaboration with school staff to support student health.
Not authorized to teach health education in a classroom setting. The role focuses solely on providing health services and managing the school health office.
Ideal for nurses who prefer to focus exclusively on clinical duties without teaching responsibilities.
2. Educational Requirements
Both certifications require a valid New Jersey Registered Nurse (RN) license issued by the New Jersey State Board of Nursing and current Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and Automated External Defibrillator (AED) certifications from approved providers (e.g., American Heart Association, American Red Cross, or National Safety Council). However, the academic coursework differs:
School Nurse Standard Certificate (3000): (Instructional)
https://www.nj.gov/education/certification/edsrvs/endorsementsedsrvs/3000S.shtml

Requires a minimum of 21 semester-hour credits at an accredited college or university, including:
At least 6 semester-hour credits in school nursing, covering topics such as school health services, physical assessments, organization and administration of school health programs, and clinical experience in a school nurse office.
Additional coursework in areas like substance abuse, students with special needs, school law and policy, and community health.
Specific courses in health education pedagogy to prepare for teaching health in a classroom setting.
Includes a classroom-based instructional experience to develop teaching skills.
School Nurse Non-Instructional Standard Certificate (3010):
https://www.nj.gov/education/certification/edsrvs/endorsementsedsrvs/3010S.shtml

Requires a minimum of 15 semester-hour credits at an accredited college or university, including:
At least 6 semester-hour credits in school nursing, covering the same topics as the instructional certification (school health services, physical assessments, organization and administration of school health programs, and clinical experience).
Includes a practicum component which can often be completed at the nurse’s current school workplace if employed as a school nurse.
Does not require SNUR92430 or SNUR92445, which are the courses directly related to teaching health education
3. Certification Process
Both certifications are issued by the NJDOE upon completion of an approved program and meeting all requirements.
Practicum hours for both certifications can often be completed at the nurse’s current school workplace, providing flexibility for full-time nurses.
4. Employment Implications
School Nurse Standard Certificate (3000 (Instructional)): Holders are eligible for positions that involve both nursing and teaching health education, potentially increasing job opportunities in schools that need health educators. They can serve as health office nurses, district nurses, or one-to-one nurses while also teaching health classes.
School Nurse Non-Instructional (3010): Holders are limited to nursing roles (e.g., health office nurse, district nurse, or one-to-one nurse) and cannot teach health education. This may suffice for some school nurse positions, as some schools prioritize health services over health instruction. However, many districts prefer the Standard Certificate (3000) as it emphasizes the collaborative role of the school nurse with other members of the educational team. 

Rowan will now be offering BOTH programs beginning September 2025. There  two are tracks for school nurse certification: Instructional and Non-Instructional. 

